REUNION DEL SUPERINTENDENTE DE CIRCUITO CON LOS ANCIANOS
Y LOS SIERVOS MINISTERIALES
PROGRAMA DE MARZO A AGOSTO DE 2008

Tema: “Sigue reteniendo el modelo de palabras saludables que ofste;de mi” (2715 1:13)

INTRODUCCION (2 min.)
El cristiano debe evitar cualqitier cosa que ponga en riesgo su espiritualidad (17Ti 4:1)
;Cémo podemos protegernos contra la perjudicial influencia del mundo de Satanas?
Tenemos la Palabra de Dios, 1a Biblia (2Ti 3:16, 17)
Jehova ha provisto abundante alimento espiritual mediante “el esclavo fiel” (Mt 24:45)
Debemos estar decididos a aprovechar al méximo las provisiones de Jehova, seguir “reteniendo
el modelo de palabras saludables™ que hemos oido (2T1 1:13)

PALABRAS SALUDABLES PARA ANIMAR A OTROS A PROGRESAR (15 min.)
Jehova invita a los hombres espirituales a “alcanzar™ privilegios teoeraticos (1Ti 3:1; Ee 12:1)
Es mejor ser espiritual que tener habilidades naturales o capacidad para organizar; aynden a los
hermanos a cultivar el deseo de servir, no de buscar un puesto (Pr 11:2; 1Co 13:2)
En sus reuniones trimestrales, los ancianos deben analizar la situacion de los jévenes con po-
tencial y cualidades espirituales
Animen a los padres a educar y preparar a sus hijos con la meta de inculcarles la verdad en el
corazén y motivarlos a apoyar ¢l Reino con entusiastao (w03 15/6 21 pérrs, 15-17}
Junto con los padres, den a los jovenes asignaciones especificas para animarlos y ayudarlos
a progresar
Pregunta: ;Qué pueden hacer o decir los ancianos y siervos ministeriales para animar a pro-
gresar a los jovencitos y a los nuevos en la verdad? [A los hermanos que son celosos en el
ministerio y que desean servir mejor se les pueden dar asignaciones en el Salén del Reino,
como en limpieza o mantenimiento; responsabilidades de poco peso en sonido, plataforma,
publicaciones o revistas; ayudar a los hermanos mayores, etc. (od 55, 56)]
Situacion: Un anciano se pone de acuerdo para predicar con un hermano joven
Pregnntar ;Cémo puede animarlo? [Preguntarle por sus metas espirituales: bantismo, ser-
vicio de precursor, Escuela de Entrenamiento Ministerial, servicio de Betel, siervo minis-
terial, ete. (ed 117-119). El servicio de tiempo completo le permitird adquirir experiencia
en ayndar a otros, lo fortalecera espiritualmente y le ensefiard a confiar en Jehovd (wd5
15/9 16, 17 parrs. 9-12)]
Situaeién: A un hermano le gustaria ser siervo ministerial, pero no sabe qué hacer para satis-
facer los requisitos y no estd muy seguro de si estd bien preguntar
Pregunta: 8i pregunta como puede satisfacer los requisitos, ;s¢ interpretaria como falta de
humildad o como atrevimiento? [Ante la pregunta “;Qué tengo que hacer?”, Jestis y sus
discipulos dieron guia 1til y clara (Mr 10:17; Heh 16:30). Los ancianos deben remitir al
hermano 4 la informacién impresa que trate los requisitos (od 54-56; w9 1/9 23-28)]

PALABRAS SALUDABLES AL HABLAR DE LA EDUCACION SEGLAR (15 min.)
El objetivo de la educacién es poder alabar a Jehova (w96 1/2 14 paxr. 23),
Lo que pensamos de la educacién revela cuanta fe tenemos en la promesa de Dios de cuidar
de sus siervgs (Mt 6:33; Col 3:23, 24)
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Atender las necesidades personales y de la familia es un objetivo secundario (17Ti 6:6-8; w86 1/2

14 parr. 22)

Para tomar buenas decisiones, hay que prever los costos de la educacién superior (Lu 14:28-30)

Pregunta: ;Qué costos implica una educacién superior? [Monetarios, promueve el deseo de
prominencia en el sistema de Satands, ambiente de moral relajada., algunos han abandonado
la verdad, etc. (w035 1/10 28, 29 pérrs, 9-13)]

Los padres deben ayndar de maneras précticas a sus hijos a elegu' una educacién que les propor-
cione un futuro feliz y duradero

Concentrarse en las actividades de la congregacién produce felicidad (Heh 20:35)

Los primeros discipnlos de Jestis renunciaron a profesiones prometedoras (Mt 4:18-22; 5:9;
Col 4:14)

No lo vieron como upa pérdida (Mt 19:29)

Seguirfa un hermano satisfaciendo los requisitos para tener privilegios en la congregacion si €l
su esposa o sus hijos cursaran estudios superiores? [Pida comentarios breves sobre 1 Timoteo
3:13 y Tito 1:9]

Situacién: Fl hijo de un anciano esté estudiando la carrera de arquitectura, vive con sus pa-
dres, es siervo ministerial, ha organizado su educacién para que no estorbe las reuniones ni
el ministerio, cada cierto tiempo es precursor auxiliar y la familia no promueve la idea de
que otros deberfan obtener ese tipo de educacién

Preguntas: Por su modo de vivir y el de su familia, ;puede decirse que este anciano ense-
fia a los suyos a poner el Reino en pomer lugar? (Mt 6:33.) [3i algiin hermano o miembro
de su familia estd recibiendo educacién superior para encontrar un trabajo especifico,
no la promueve y esta claro que tanto €l como su familia buscan primero ¢l Reino, sus
privilegios de servicio no tienen por qué verse afectados. Algunas profesiones exigen que
la persona reciba periddicamente cursos de actualizacién para que no pierda su licencia
profesional]

Situacién: La hija de un anciano estudia en la universidad lejos de casa con el fin de ganar
més dinero. El anciano ¥ su esposa estin coptando a otros hermanos que su hija lo hace por-
que ellos se lo pidieron pensando en la buena sjtuacién econdmica que ella tendrd y el pres-
tigio que la familia ganard

Preguntas: jQué opinién tiene esta familia de lo que el esclavo fiel ha dicho sobre la educa-
cién superior, seglin revelan sus palabras y conducta? (81 1:2, 3; 1Co 2:13-16; 3In 9)
[Cusando un siervo nombrado promueve la educacion superior para obtener garfancia eco-
némica o prestigio, esto pone en duda que cumpla los requisitos para servir a la congrega-
cion, pues se ven afectadas su franqueza de expresidn y la de sus compafieros ancianos]

NECESIDADES LOCALES (10 min.)

USO DE RECURSOS MATERIALES (5 min)
[Utilice puntos del articulo “Héganse amigos por medio de las riquezas injustas”, de Lo Aralaya
del 1 de diciembre de 1994, para alentar las contribuciones para la obra mundial]

CONCLUSION ( 3 min.)
Pablo exhorté a Timoteo a seguir “reteniendo el modelo de palabras saludables” {2Ti 1:13)
La palabra griega que se traduce “modelo™ se refiere literalmente al boceto de un artista
Aunque no tiene muchos detalles, los contornos bien definidos del boceto permiten al obx
servador perspicaz hacerse una idea general del cuadro
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Igualmente, el modelo de la verdad que Pablo ensefié a Timoteo 'y a otros crisiianos no pre-
tendia dar una respuesta concreta 4 toda pregunta concebible
Este conjunto de enseflanzas proporciona suficientes pautas para que las personas smceras
perciban lo que Jehové espera de ellas
Para agradar a Dios, todos debemos seguir reteniendo ese modelo de la verdad, practicando fo
que hemos aprendido

[En este punto se retiran los siervos ministeriales y se apaliza la siguiente seceitn solo con los
ancianps. Luego se examinan con los ancianos otros asuntos que requieran atencién]

MUESTREN RESPETO A LA INSTITUCION DIVINA DEL MATRIMONIO (18 min.)
Jehovd es el Fundador del matrimonio (Gé 2:18, 24; Mt 19:4-6)
‘Habja decidido que filera un Jazo permanente entre un hombre ¥ una mujer

Tras la rebelién y 1a caida en el pecado, establecid cuil seria la base biblica para poner fin a
un matrimonio (Mt 19:8, 9; 1Co 7:39; it-1 714, 715)

Los hombres nombrados desean que su matriménio y el de los demds se mantengan “honora-
ble[s]” y “sin contaminacién” (Heb 13:4)

Cuando surjan problemas, utilicen la Palabra de Dios para ayudar a ambas partes a ver lo que
pudo haber agravado la situaciéa (81 19:12, 13; 127:1)

Los ancianos deben respetar el principio de autoridad cuando aconsejan a parejas casadas

No permitan que simpatias mal dirigidas o el favoritismo hacia una de las partes empaiien su
visién de la situacion (Pr 18:13, 17)

Los consejos deben basarse en la Biblia y seguir las instrucciones del esclavo fiel y discreto
(be 267 pams. 1, 2; carta a los cuerpos de ancianos del 6 de diciembre de 2006, parrs. 8-12;
carta a los cuerpos de ancianos de Estados Unidos del 15 de febrero de 2002, parr. t4)

Cuando se habla de separacion, los ancianos mantienen una postura neuwtral y objetiva (Dt 16:18,
19; w88 1/11 21 pérr. 4; fp 159-161)
Tengan mucho cuidado a la hora de evaluar las pruebas que pudieran justificar un divorcio biblico

Deben comprender exactamente qué es pornéia {(ks91 93; w06 15/7 29, 30). [Asegiirese de
que los ancianos tengan la definicién actualizada (véase la carta del 3 de mayo de 2003 2 los
superintendentes de circuito)]

8i Jos ancianos dan un consejo apresurado e inexacto y la persona entra en un matrimonio
adultero, ;qué pensard Jehova de ese consejo?

S8i no estdn seguros de que la persona esté libre biblicamente, escriban a la sucursal

Apliquen las directrices teocriticas de manera coherente. [No pida que los ancianos respondan a
las siguientes preguntas; mds bien, en cuanto haga la pregunta, lea la respuesta entre corchetes)

Sitnacién: Una hermana les dice a los ancianos que su esposo no quiere mantenerla econémi-
camente. También afirma que ¢ st viviendo coni otra mujer, y tiene un recibe firmado por
¢l del pago de alquiler de un apartamento en el que vive la mujer

Pregunta: Basindose en estos hechos, ;podria la hermana divoreiarse det esposo y quedar
libre biblicamente para volver a casarse? [;De verdad esti en la indigencia? En tal caso,
la separacion o el divoreio son su decisién (1Co 7:11; fir 160 parrs. 17, 18). A menos que
el adulterio se pueda probar, no esté libre biblicamente para volver a casarse (ks97 111)]

Situacion: Un hermano casado y bautizado Ies dice a dos publicadores que ha sido “inmoral”

Pregunta: ;Podrian los ancianos aceptar esto como base para determinar la libertad biblica
del cényuge creyente? [Debe haber una confesion clara.e inequivoca de adulterio (Jos
7:19, 20). “Inmoralidad” abarca una amplia variedad de actos que. no. siempre coinciden
con lo que 1a Biblin llama pornéia)
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Sitnacién: Un publicador entra en un acuerda estrictamente contractual de casarse para ayu-
dar a algnien a obtener la ciudadanfa. Tras cumplir el contrato y conseguir un divorcio defi-
nitivo, al hermano le gustaria volver a casarse -

Pregunta: Puesto que el matrimonio nunca se consumg, ;significa que nunca estuvieron
casados? [Lo-que formaliza el matrimonio no son las relaciones sexuales, sino el vinculd
conyugai que une por ley a la pam-'ja (w06 15/10 18-23)]

Al aconsejar, no se apoyen en su propio entendimiento (Pr 3:5, 6)

Consigan los hechos; investignen; pidan la ayuda del espiritu santo

Conflen en el poder de la Palabra de Dios y en la direccién de Su organizacion (Mt 24:45;
2Ti 3:16,17)

NUEVOS NOMBRAMIENTOS DE ANCIANOS Y SIERVOS MINISTERIALES (2 min.)
Cuando la sucursal te notifica al cuerpo de ancianos que un hermano ha sido nombrado anciano o
siervo ministerial en la congregacion, el superintendente presidente debe asignar a dos ancianos
para que se retinan con ¢l antes de anunciar el nombramiento
Sin excepcidn, los ancianos deben hacerle al hermano las sigtientes preguntas: “;Existe algo
en su pasado o en -su vida personal o de familia que lo- descalifique o que le impida aceptar
este nombramiento? ;Existe alguna razén por la que su gombramiento no deba anunciarse a
la wng:cgamén
Ademas, si €l hermano no ha servido antes de anciano o siervo ministerial, es necesario pre-
guntarfe: “,Ha estado implicado alguna vez en abuso sexual de menores?”
Si responde afirmativamente a cualquiera de estas preguntas, no amuncien ¢l nombramiento
y devuelvan el formulario §-2 o la carta de nombramiento $-52 a la sueursal explicando
por qué no satisface los requisitos
Si 1a respuesta a todas las preguntas es “no”, su nombramiento se anunciar en la siguiente
Reunién de Servicio )
No hay por qué dejar pasar més tiempo antes de anuniciar el nombramiento del hermano

Sus hermanos,



MEETING OF THE CIRCUIT OVERSEER WITH THE ELDERS AND MINISTERIAL
SERVANTS

Topic: “Continue holding to the pattern of healthful words that you heard from me” (2 Tim.
1:13)

INTRODUCTION (2 min.)
A Christian should avoid anything which may pose a risk to his spirituality (1 Tim. 4:1)
How can we protect ourselves against the harmful influence of Satan’s world?

We have the Word of God, the Bible (2 Tim. 3: 16, 17)

Jehovah has provided abundant spiritual food through “the faithful slave” (Matt. 24:45)
We must be determined to take advantage of Jehovah'’s provisions to the full, continue
“holding to the pattern of healthful worlds” that we have heard (2 Tim. 1:13)

HEALTHFUL WORLDS TO INSPIRE OTHERS TO PROGRESS (15 min.)
Jehovah invites spiritual men to “reach out” for theocratic privileges (1 Tim. 3:1; Eccl. 12: 1)
It is better to be spiritual than to have natural abilities or a talent for organization; help the
brothers to cultivate the desire to serve, not to seek a position (Prov. 11:2; 1 Cor. 13:2)
In their quarterly meetings, the elders should analyze the situation of those youth having
potential and spiritual qualities
Encourage parents to teach and prepare their children with the goal of inculcating the truth
in their hearts and of motivating them to support the Kingdom enthusiastically (w03 15/6, p
21, paragraphs 15-17)
In conjunction with parents, give youth specific assignments to inspire them and to help
them progress
Question: What can elders and ministerial servants do and say to inspire young ones and
those new in the truth to progress? [Brothers who are zealous in the ministry and who desire
to serve better can be given assignments in the Kingdom Hall, such as cleaning and
maintenance; lightweight responsibilities in the sound department, on the platform, in the
literature department; helping the older brothers, etc. (od pp. 55, 56)]
Situation: An elder agrees to accompany a young brother in the preaching work
Question: How can he encourage him? [Inquire about his spiritual goals: baptism,
pioneer service, Ministry Training School, Bethel service, ministerial service, etc. (od pp. 117-
119). Full-time service will allow him to gain experience in helping others, strengthen him
spiritually and teach him to rely upon Jehovah (w85 15/9, pp 16, 17 paragraphs 9-12)]
Situation: A brother would like to be a ministerial servant, but does not know how to
satisfy the requirements and is not quite sure whether it is alright to ask
Question: If he asks how he can satisfy the requirements, should this be interpreted as a
lack of humility or as audacity? [When faced with the question “What do | need to do?,” Jesus
and his disciples gave clear and useful guidance (Mark 10:17; Acts 16:30). The elders should
direct the brother to the printed information dealing with the requirements (od 54-56; w90
1/9, pp. 23-39)]

HEALTHFUL WORDS CONCERNING SECULAR EDUCATION (15 MIN.)

The objective of education is to enable one to praise Jehovah (w96 1/2, p. 14, paragraph 23).
What we think about education reveals how much faith we have in God’s promise to take

care of his servants (Matt. 6:33; Col. 3:23, 24)



Attending to personal and family necessities is a secondary objective (1 Tim. 6:-6-8: w96 1/2,
p. 14, para. 22)

To make good decisions, one must anticipate the costs of higher education (Luke 14:28-30)

Question: What costs does a higher education incur? [Monetary costs, promotes the desire
for prominence in Satan’s system, a climate of moral relativity, some have abandoned the
truth, etc. (w05 1/10, pp. 28, 29, paragraphs 9-13)]

Parents should help their children by practical means to choose an education which can
provide them a happy and lasting future

Focus on congregational activities produces happiness (Acts. 20:35)

The first disciples of Jesus renounced promising professions (Matt. 4:18-22; 9:9; Col. 4:14)

They did not see it as a loss (Matt. 19:29)

Would a brother be continuing to satisfy the requirements for holding privileges in the
congregation if he, his wife or his children pursued higher studies? [Ask for brief comments on
1 Timothy 3:13 and Titus 1:9]

Situation: The son of an elder is studying for a career in architecture, lives with his parents,
is a ministerial servant, has organized his studies so that they do not interfere with the
meetings or the ministry, occasionally auxiliary pioneers and the family does not promote the
idea that others should obtain this type of education

Questions: By his lifestyle and that of his family, can it be said that this elder is teaching
his family to place the Kingdom first? (Matt. 6:33). [If a brother or a member of his family is
pursuing higher education in order to obtain a specific job, does not promote it, and if it is
clear that both he and his family are seeking first the Kingdom, his services of privilege need
not be affected. Some professions require that an individual periodically take certification
courses so as not to lose a professional license]

Situation: The daughter of an elder studies at university far from home with the goal of
earning a lot of money. The elder and his wife tell other brothers that their daughter is doing
this at their request, in view of the good economic situation that she will have and the prestige
which the family will gain

Questions: What opinion does this family have of that which the faithful slave has said
concerning higher education, as revealed by their words and conduct? (Ps. 1:2, 3; 1 Cor.
2:13-16; 3 John 9) [When an appointed servant promotes higher education for the purpose of
economic gain or prestige, this places in doubt his qualifications to serve in the congregation,
and may affect his freeness of expression and that of his fellow elders]

LOCAL NEEDS (10 min.)

USE OF MATERIAL RESOURCES (5 min.)
[Use points from the article “Making friends by means of unrighteous riches,” from The
Watchtower of 1 December 1994, to encourage contributions for the worldwide work]

CONCLUSION (3 min.)
Paul exhorted Timothy to continue “holding on to the pattern of healthful words” (2 Tim. 1:13)
The Greek word which is translated as “pattern” literally refers to an artist’s sketch
Although not having much detail, the well defined contours of the sketch allow a discerning
observer to form a general idea of the picture



Equally, the pattern of truth that Paul taught to Timothy and other Christians did not claim to
give a concrete answer to every conceivable question
This set of teachings provides sufficient guidelines to enable sincere persons to perceive
what Jehovah expects of them
To please God, we must all continue to hold to this pattern of truth, practicing what we have
learned

[At this point, ministerial servants should withdraw and the following section should be
considered only with the elders. Later, other subjects which require attention will be
examined with the elders.]

SHOW RESPECT FOR THE DIVINE INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE (18 min.)
Jehovah is the Founder of marriage (Gen. 2:18, 24; Matt. 19:4-6)
He had decided that there should be a permanent bond between a man and a woman

After the rebellion and the fall into sin, he established what would be the biblical basis for
ending a marriage (Matt. 19: 8, 9; 1 Cor. 7:39; it-1 714, 715)

Appointed men desire that their marriage and that of others be kept “honorable” and “without
defilement” (Heb. 13:4)

When problems arise, they use the Word of God to help both parties to see what may have
aggravated the situation (Ps. 19:12, 13; 127:1)

The elders must respect the authority principle when counseling married couples

They do not allow ill-directed sympathies or favoritism towards one of the parties to cloud
their view of the situation (Prov. 18:13, 17)

The counsel must be based on the Bible and must follow the instructions of the faithful and
discreet slave (be p. 267, paragraphs 1, 2); letter to the body of elders of 6 December 2006,
paragraphs 8-12; letter to the body of elders of The United States of 15 February 2002,
paragraph 14)

When separation is spoken of, the elders should maintain a neutral and objective position
(Deut. 16:18, 19; w88 1/11, p. 21 paragraph 4; fy pp. 159-161)
Be very careful when it comes to evaluating evidence which may justify a biblical divorce

It must be understood exactly what is porneia (ks91 p. 93; w06 15/7, pp. 29, 30). [Make
sure that the elders have the updated definition (see the letter of 3 May 2003 to circuit
overseers)]

If elders give hasty and imprecise counsel and the person enters into an adulterous
marriage, what will Jehovah think of this counsel?

If they are not sure whether the person is biblically free, let them write to the branch
Apply theocratic directives in a coherent way. [Do not ask the elders to answer the following
questions; rather, when posing the question, read the answer between brackets]

Situation: A sister tells the elders that her husband refuses to support her economically.
She also claims that he is living with another woman, and has a receipt signed by him for the
rental payment of an apartment in which the woman is living

Question: Based upon these facts, could the sister divorce her husband and become
biblically free to remarry? [Is she truly in poverty? In such a case, separation or divorce are
her decision (1 Cor. 7:11; fy p. 160, paragraphs 17, 18). Unless adultery can be proven, she
is not biblically free to remarry (ks91, p. 111)]

Situation: A married and baptized brother tells two publishers that he has been “immoral”

Question: Could the elders accept this as a basis for determining the biblical freedom of
the believing spouse? [It has to be a clear and unequivocal confession of adultery (Josh.
7:19, 20). “Immorality” includes an wide variety of acts which do not always coincide with
that which the Bible calls porneia]



Situation: A publisher enters into a strictly contractual agreement to marry for the purpose
of helping someone to obtain citizenship. After fulfilling the contract and obtaining a definitive
divorce, the brother desires to remarry

Question: Given that the marriage was never consummated, does this mean that they were
never actually married? [That which formalizes the marriage is not sexual relations, but the
marriage bond that legally unites the couple (w06 15/10 18-23)]
When giving counsel, they should not rely upon their own understanding (Prov. 3:5, 6)

Confirm the facts; investigate; ask for the help of the holy spirit

Trust in the power of the Word of God and in the direction of His organization (Matt. 24:45;
2 Tim. 3:16, 17)

NEW APPOINTMENTS OF ELDERS AND MINISTERIAL SERVANTS (2 min.)
When the branch notifies the body of elders that a brother has been appointed as an elder or
ministerial servant in the congregation, the presiding overseer should assign two elders to
meet with that one before announcing the appointment

Without exception, the elders should pose the following questions to the brother: “Is there
anything in your past or in your personal or family life which disqualifies you or prevents you
from accepting this appointment? Is there any reason why your appointment should not be
announced to the congregation?”

Moreover, if the brother has not served as an elder or ministerial servant before, it is
necessary to ask him: “Have you ever been implicated in the sexual abuse of minors?”

If he responds affirmatively to any of these questions, the appointment will not be
announced and a form S-2 or the appointment letter S-52 will be returned to the branch with
an explanation of why he does not satisfy the requirements

If the answer to all of the questions is “no,” his appointment will be announced during the
next Service Meeting
There is no need to let more time pass before announcing the brother’s appointment

Your brothers,
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