
wt?116'i I)FI. W E R I N T E ~ F K T I '  n Y  C I x U r i ' t ~ ~ n ~  LOS ~ \ N C W I ) S  
Y 1 OS SERVOS .MlNlS~KRIAI.FS 
PKOGRAMA DE MARLO. AGOSTO DE 21U8 

Trma: "Siguermniendo el modelo de palabras saludabls qus dsis & mi"(2Ti 1:13) 

~NTRODUCCI~N (2 mi&) 
El mküaoo &be evitardqlierooazqueponga en "ese su q i n d d a d  (ITi 43) 
¿Cómo podemoaptegemos conirn Inpajudi~al  Linueacie delmuado de Sacan&? 

1-0s LlPalabradc Diog laBiblia (2Ti 3:16,17) 
Jehova haaravisto abundante alimenm esoúinisl mediantc"e1 esclavo fiel" IMt 24:45) 

~ c b k o s  &deíididos a apmvechar al &imo lar pm*io;iones de lehovi ; eek  "reíenimdo 
elmodelo depalshras saludables" que hemos oido (2Ti 1:13) 

i.n r i i  mulocer mmosmlca, los a i i c i m s  deben a i h  12 s!ninri¿n ae Iiir j<)\.mcr :o" p o  
rrrnal y cualiilades e~pinnialcs 

An5mrn a 1- D* a edu:or v omiirar 2 rus hiiur con !a mcla de .irdiarles Ir i,& m e' 
s o d n  y m&ivmlos a a p o y & ; l h o  mmt;sia<mo (wO3 1- 21 p k .  15-17) 

Junto con lospldmr, den alos jóvehss ~cigoacioner eapecifi& para animarlos y awdsrlos 
a p m w a r  

PrewntP. ;.@6 pueda baca o d s N  los ancianos y risnior nhisteriales  ara animar a ~ro- ~. 
p s a r  a lnr jovm~imr y a los nucvor cii la v&! [A  lur hmnuu>r ?\.e ' c i i i  :cl<isul en el 
mivstmiu y que duc.m sclvir mqur :e l u  p!idcn <lp uigimoiis cii el Salcr le! Aeiiiii. 

como m Liinoirrs J mminirmm!rnro. rcrnoi~anilidad~r h ou;o oero rn ~on.d,r. o:auforma . . 
publioiunone8 orwistas; ayudar a loi hehanos mayarer, eic. (od55,56)1 

Situacióo: Un anciano se pone de mcrdo para predicar can un hnmano j o m  
Prepunti: 'C6mo puede a h m l o ?  [Preguntarle por susmsfasest>irihlaiw: bautimo, sar- 

vicio de precursor, Errusla de Entrniamiento Miairteri4 servicio de Bctcl, rinvo miais- 
tRiaL elc. (od 117-119). El servicio de ti- mmpleto lcpami6cá adqiúN nperiencia 
en ayudu a oeos, lo TOMlecaá esplinialmente y le m s m  a camiar en Ishová (w8S 
1519 16.17 &s. 9-12]] 

Sihiaeibn: Aun hamano le gustvia rer siervo miniaaial, p m  no sabe qu6 hacmpara satis- 
facer 10s nqui&ms y oo & muy aegum de si esfa bien preguntar 
P r w n P ;  Si pregunta cómo pvcde dfaceface los zequisito*, ¿se inteipretaria mmo mta de 

humildad o como strwinimto? [Ame la pregunta "¿Qué tmgo que hacer?", les& y sus 
dissfpuloa dieron *'a fitil y clara (Mr Ir322 Hoh 16:30). Los ancianos &bm mnifir si 
h- é lainfomaci6n im- que -te los iequiaim. (od 54-56: w90 119 23-28)] 

PN.mm SALUD,UII.ES AL M U R  DE L\ EDUCACI~N SECI.AH $1 S ~ i ~ i o  i 
El ohjuvode la aliiraclhn cs podci llabrr r Jrhuv. (w96 182 14 p k .  13) 

I n  osir inraamor t e  Iñ ducui6u revela 2uAnD fe leoanos e3 Ld ommma dr  I I ~ ~ ~ ~  d r  riid;i -- .. 
de.-ker~d$ (Mt 6:3% Col 323.24) 



Atenda 1 s  neoesidades pmandni Y de 1s fsmilia n un objeiivo seninduio (1Ti 6:6-8; w96 In 
14 p k .  22) 
~~t~~buenasdp~0ne~,heyquaprwa10~~osto~&1ashicasi6nsupnini&~ 14'28-30) 
Pregonts: ¿@e ms0s implica una eduoaci6n sopsiofl (MofitWos, pmmueve dhni de 

~rnmmensia m el sistema de S&&, mbimtc demora1 &jada, almo6 han abendmdo 
l a v ~  no. (~0.7 1/10 28.29 p k .  9-13)] 

Los deben ayidar de m- p M c 8 S  a sus hijos a e i e e  una educaLih qoe leS QIOpOr- 
done un m m  f sb  y d m d m  

Concamrse m l= mtividde~ & la coo%igatihnpmduos fclitidad (Hch 2035) 
Los oOm- diaciovlo. de JFaUs mvncirmn a mofsoiosoisoi ~mmctcdorar (Mt 418-22; 9:9; 
c0i4'14) ~ . 

No lo vimncomo uaapMda (Mt 1929) 
iscguda un hamiaoo satisfasiendo los quisitos para tenprprjvilegios ai la canpegaci6n si M, 

su espora o nia hijos om- Mudios supaiorw? @da comentanos breves sobre 1 Thoteo 
333 y Ti0 l:9] 

sinro16n: El hijo de amiano sste eaNdiando la ~anera de quitectun, $ve con & ppe- 
d m ,  es siervo minirtsial. ha otgpmizsdo m educacih que no estorbe LII rnuiionen 
el ministaio, Eada cimo tiempo B p r t c m r  d i a r  y la familia no promusvs la idea de 
que oms deberlanobtmar as lip de educañón 

PrwntPI. Pm silmodo de vivir y el de m familia, ¿pusde deciisc que -te u i c h o  ea<* 
%A alos suyos aponcr el Reino sn primer lugan (Mt 633.) [Si algún hermano o mismbm 
da so familis ata recibiendo educmi6n 8upaior para aiconhar un trabajo eswcifica, 
no la pmmurvr y o& c l m  que tanto 61 cuuiu ,u famrlia buscan primero c l  R r m  nu 
ptivilcpios de reivino 30 rimm Iir r que vme ntnadni Algiiiiar pmfcsiuiia iUg- que 
la l i a n a  r w h a  pci6Jiuvorotc ninos iIc actualUa~.i6u pam que no pierda su 1ieni:in ~. . 
~rnfand! ,  

SihtrcYa: La hija de un amiano estudia ni la mivasidad lejos de cara c m  sl fin de ganar 
más hw.  El mciatto y so aposz -stáo cantando a o m s  hemimos que ni hija lo hace por- 
que ellos sc lo pidieron penslndo en la buma sihiaci6n e~onámica que ella tendrá y d p- 

que h &lis 
Pr-m: ¿Qué opinión tiene e r t a h i a  & lo que el  clavo fiel ha dicho sobre la educa- 

d6n d o r .  se- revelan run   al abras v candum.7 (SI l:Z 3: 1Co 213-16: 3Jn 9) . . .  
[& un n~mbndo p&-e la educz ih  S U P ~ O ~  p m  gme& S& 

mimiea o pms@, a0 pnu: ai duda que m p h  los qGitos p m  %zmir a la congrega 
cióqpues se ven au h i< lnera  de ~ i 6 n  y la &sus c m p m w a  ancianos] 

USO DE RFCTWOS M4TLKIALES ( 5  m?".) 
&161icc puitor del 816.-iilo 'Hhgaau l m i p s  por iiinliu de Lrs nquoas inji-", de 1.0 Amluiu 

del 1 ded~iwubm de 1994, pan alentar 1- wnmbunonrr para la b r a  m,mdidl 

CONCLUSI~N ( 3  min) 
Pablo ahoil6 aTünoia> a scguirlret=ieodo el modelo depalebm saludsblerV'(2Ti 123) 
h palabra griega quc so ~ & ~ l u c c  inodclo3'sc irliere lir&earc al ooccu8 dr ui rtina 

Aunilue iw tiene rnnchof demila, loe iuulomos bien demidos del boino p m i l n  zl oo- 
wavado, ~arp ienr  h-c iuu idea g-1 del cirn1rn 



~gualment~, 01 modelo de l a  vsidad que Pablo mrs60 a Timo~o y a ofmr Bietianoi m pre- 
t d a  dar wia respuesta cmueta 6 Dda prngu~~ts conocbible 
w m i u n t o  de msdkmar proporcima suñcientsn pautas para qw Iss pmonas s i n c m  
puna& lo qu. JehovA -&de ellas 

para a D~OS, iodos debmias se& teteniendo me modela de la verdad, practicando lo  
que hemos aprendido 

@n a r t ~  p t t  ac n;oFyi Las siervos c3hiSimal.s y se ao;llLa h aguenh sadón nolo mn 10s 
aniianos. Luego se aaminan oar Loa ancianos otms a.unma quenqui- alaición] 

MUESTREN RESPE1.0 A 1.A INSTITIICION UlVlNA DFI U4TRIMOMO 1 l a  min)  
lehovi cr el tudador del marnonio (GC 2: Id, 7.4. Mi  194 6) 
Habla dsci&du <que íurn un lslo pomanmte Mlrc un bornbn y una muja 
T m  h rcbcli6n y la cddñ rn cl pusdo, h l e c i h  cuiil setis la base hibhm para poi:ci Gri a 

iin mamiiiowo(Mi 19:s. 9: ICo 729;  ir-. 714. 715) 
LUS hombrca nomhdos d n c u  que ni vuhmonlo y el de 1"s d a n k  se rnanirnean 'liouoia- 

bC[sy y "sin uru&do" (lid 13:d) 
C'xrJo aurian pmb!mar, iinlicen la Palabn k I>aoi l i r a  ayudar s m b n  p m r r  a ver lis que 

nudo babnaeravdo 11 aituacMo (SI 18:11. 13: 127 Il . .  , 
Los ancianos deben respetar el prinnpio de autoridad amdo aconsejan apareja. casadas 
No permitan qu. simpatias mal dUi@dsr o el Eavmitismo hacia una de las paiks empaaa su 
vid& da l a  tihiscih (R 18:13,17) 

las comejos deben b-c en la Biblia y seguir las inrtnicdarcs del esolavo fiel y disnsfo 
(be 267 p6rm. 1.2; caria a los iuerpos de auciauos del 6 de diciemh de 2006, p h .  8-12: 
carta a l a s ~ e r p o s  de ancianos de Esidos Unidos del 15 de f e b m  de 2002, pán. M) 

Cuando r e  habla de separación. los ancimos mtiaezi imaporNiand y objetiva (Dt 16:18, 
1 9 ~ ~ 8 8  1/1121~brr.4: fv15P161~ 

T ~ C &  mucho cuidado a lsiiuiade N ~ U I I  b pninhas que p d i m ~ u m t i u r  do diuurriu bi>hm 
i l cbm u > i n p d n  exaciammte qiit as porniti (b9I 93, w06 15.7 29, 3U) [Axoiror de 

q w  10. auvimos lrngan la drfini<ijii arniahr~ila<Ll(ria*~ la sana del 3 dc mrp< I r?003  r !os 
supenomidaira dr cinwto)l  
SI loa andanos ilau un con+ wesmJu c ionacto y la prrwua erra m un müniiiiiiiia 
d6ltnv. ~quC p a s a 3  JrhovA de nc eomqo', 

Si M & uuiiroa <Ic oue 13-na cnr l ihw bhliumrnre. m:tihan a la aururrd ~ 

Aoliwni las d&iccs t&rr6o&s de manera coh-te. Mo ;ida aue los mcbms mondsn  a ~. . .  . 
!as rigiuieotcrprcgi!nlai: m k  bien. m cuanto b e p  la pxetrnla Ise la mpvntl c m  mrcl idrr]  

Siruneibn; L'or h m a  Ir< 4icr a l u i  a ~ c i u i m  q.ie su npowi m quicrn niaomicrla ~conómi. 
-Le. T m b i A  afirma quc &I v>viccdr con o= mUJ", y tiene un i icibo h a d o  p.>r 
C1 d d  pngo de alquila de un qmamniIo m d que vive lb muln 

P w m a b :  Bdndoqe or hecho% ;p ida  h hermana divorovac del rppuso y quedar 
b h  bnolicamantr pria \ o l v n  a cssw<i' !*De &d m?i ni la in&ameia? En kl ras,, 
LA separación o s l  divorcio son su duir ión (ICo 7.1 1:fv 160 p m  17, 18) A mmoo que 
el BduItn~o se pu r l a  probar, n o n  bbre bibhcamnife ?ara volver 3 easanc (h9l  11 1)) 

SBuniibo: Un hennmo mñdo y b i u d o  ks dicr a dos publici<lom yus ID sido " - o s  
PIqmn<.: L P W  los aociama aorpcveno como basc paradekmkm la liberad bhlica 

del c6nyupa ncyonte7 [Debe hsba una m d c r i h  olirac kequ iwu  de idulrrno (los 
719. 20). "lnmodidPd.. a b m  uaa nmvlii vMcdad de acto. su i  no.0ianoro sohcidm 
con 10 qas la Biblii llamapinRr1. 



Sitnscióni Un publicador eqba en un mwdo e&iotamente contmchml de casarsepara a p -  
dar a alguien a obtener la ciuddada Tm cumplir el contmto y conseguir ud divorcio de6 
nitiva, al hemiano le gustaría volver a Casanis 

Pregunta: Puma que el matrimorllo nunca se consumó, ¿sieaifica qiie nuca crhivipoo 
aasadau? [Lo que f o m ~  el mauimonio no son le. rclaciou~ ssxualcs, sino el vineuld 
conyugal que uric por ley a la 08rqa(wM 15/10 18-23)l 

Al acoarqb, no os apoyen en su p&io mlsidlmimtn (Pr ?:S. 6) 
Conngan los hnhor; úivsstignni; pidsa la apda del csplrini santo 
Cadcn m el podw de la Palnbra dc Dios y en la diraci6n de Su organ;zacion (Mt 24:45, 

2Ti 3:16. 17) 

NaEVOS NOMBRAMXXNTOS DE ANUANOSY S ~ R V O S  MiNiSTERlALES (2 min.) 
Cuando la d l e  noüñoa al cuerpo de ancianos que unhwmno hasido nombrado asciano o 

s iwo  miaistdal m la oongcegaci6n, el bupsintendente pmidento debe s i p a r  a dos ancianas 
psraquc se rdinancon U antea de wimFiare1 n0111Wiato 

Sin cxhpoión, loa ancianos deben M e  al h m m  las slguienb praguatas: "&kte algo 
en..su pasado o vida personal o de fBmiliaqw lo.desc&ique- a que le impida a~n,far 
me nombramiento? ~BUste a l m a  m ó n  por la que su nombramiento no deba &c&e a 

A d d ,  si el h m m o  no ha n-do ante de anciano o r i ~ o  minjsrrial, cs nece~ano prc 
gunrarle: "¿Ha atado implicada a l w a  v s  m abuse sexual de meuons?" 

Si responde afumativarnente a cualquina de estos preguntas. m anuncien cl nombramiento 
y dmelvan el fomuhio S-2 o la carta de mmbrmimto S-52 a la sucursal mticando 
par quC no m f a c e  Iw requisitos 

Si la respuesta a todas las preguat84 a "no'', su nombramiento se anunciará en la siguiente 
Remión de Swicio  

NO hayprqud dejarpasarmb tiempo antes de anunciar el nombramien& del hennano 

Sus humanos, 



MEETING OF THE CIRCUIT OVERSEER WITH THE ELDERS AND MINISTERIAL 
SERVANTS

Topic:  “Continue holding to the pattern of healthful words that you heard from me” (2 Tim. 
1:13) 

INTRODUCTION (2 min.) 
A Christian should avoid anything which may pose a risk to his spirituality (1 Tim. 4:1) 
How can we protect ourselves against the harmful influence of Satan’s world? 
   We have the Word of God, the Bible (2 Tim. 3: 16, 17) 
   Jehovah has provided abundant spiritual food through “the faithful slave” (Matt. 24:45) 
We must be determined to take advantage of Jehovah’s provisions to the full, continue 
“holding to the pattern of healthful worlds” that we have heard (2 Tim. 1:13) 

HEALTHFUL WORLDS TO INSPIRE OTHERS TO PROGRESS (15 min.) 
Jehovah invites spiritual men to “reach out” for theocratic privileges (1 Tim. 3:1; Eccl. 12: 1) 
It is better to be spiritual than to have natural abilities or a talent for organization; help the 
brothers to cultivate the desire to serve, not to seek a position (Prov. 11:2; 1 Cor. 13:2) 
   In their quarterly meetings, the elders should analyze the situation of those youth having 
potential and spiritual qualities 
   Encourage parents to teach and prepare their children with the goal of inculcating the truth 
in their hearts and of motivating them to support the Kingdom enthusiastically (w03 15/6, p 
21, paragraphs 15-17) 
      In conjunction with parents, give youth specific assignments to inspire them and to help 
them progress 
   Question: What can elders and ministerial servants do and say to inspire young ones and 
those new in the truth to progress? [Brothers who are zealous in the ministry and who desire 
to serve better can be given assignments in the Kingdom Hall, such as cleaning and 
maintenance; lightweight responsibilities in the sound department, on the platform, in the 
literature department; helping the older brothers, etc. (od pp. 55, 56)] 
    Situation: An elder agrees to accompany a young brother in the preaching work 
      Question: How can he encourage him? [Inquire about his spiritual goals:  baptism, 
pioneer service, Ministry Training School, Bethel service, ministerial service, etc. (od pp. 117-
119).  Full-time service will allow him to gain experience in helping others, strengthen him 
spiritually and teach  him to rely upon Jehovah (w85 15/9, pp 16, 17 paragraphs 9-12)] 
    Situation: A brother would like to be a ministerial servant, but does not know how to 
satisfy the requirements and is not quite sure whether it is alright to ask 
      Question: If he asks how he can satisfy the requirements, should this be interpreted as a 
lack of humility or as audacity? [When faced with the question “What do I need to do?,” Jesus 
and his disciples gave clear and useful guidance (Mark 10:17; Acts 16:30). The elders should 
direct the brother to the printed information dealing with the requirements (od 54-56; w90 
1/9, pp. 23-39)] 

HEALTHFUL WORDS CONCERNING SECULAR EDUCATION (15 MIN.) 
The objective of education is to enable one to praise Jehovah (w96 1/2, p. 14, paragraph 23). 
     What we think about education reveals how much faith we have in God’s promise to take 
care of his servants (Matt. 6:33; Col. 3:23, 24) 

 



Attending to personal and family necessities is a secondary objective (1 Tim. 6:-6-8: w96 1/2, 
p. 14, para. 22) 

   To make good decisions, one must anticipate the costs of higher education (Luke 14:28-30) 
   Question: What costs does a higher education incur? [Monetary costs, promotes the desire 
for prominence in Satan’s system, a climate of moral relativity, some have abandoned the 
truth, etc. (w05 1/10, pp. 28, 29, paragraphs 9-13)] 
Parents should help their children by practical means to choose an education which can 
provide them a happy and lasting future 
   Focus on congregational activities produces happiness (Acts. 20:35) 
   The first disciples of Jesus renounced promising professions (Matt. 4:18-22; 9:9; Col. 4:14) 
   They did not see it as a loss (Matt. 19:29) 
Would a brother be continuing to satisfy the requirements for holding privileges in the 
congregation if he, his wife or his children pursued higher studies? [Ask for brief comments on 
1 Timothy 3:13 and Titus 1:9] 
   Situation: The son of an elder is studying for a career in architecture, lives with his parents, 
is a ministerial servant, has organized his studies so that they do not interfere with the 
meetings or the ministry, occasionally auxiliary pioneers and the family does not promote the 
idea that others should obtain this type of education 
     Questions: By his lifestyle and that of his family, can it be said that this elder is teaching 
his family to place the Kingdom first? (Matt. 6:33). [If a brother or a member of his family is 
pursuing higher education in order to obtain a specific job, does not promote it, and if it is 
clear that both he and his family are seeking first the Kingdom, his services of privilege need 
not be affected.  Some professions require that an individual periodically take certification 
courses so as not to lose a professional license] 

   Situation:  The daughter of an elder studies at university far from home with the goal of 
earning a lot of money.  The elder and his wife tell other brothers that their daughter is doing 
this at their request, in view of the good economic situation that she will have and the prestige 
which the family will gain 
    Questions: What opinion does this family have of that which the faithful slave has said 
concerning higher education, as revealed by their words and conduct? (Ps. 1:2, 3; 1 Cor. 
2:13-16; 3 John 9) [When an appointed servant promotes higher education for the purpose of 
economic gain or prestige, this places in doubt his qualifications to serve in the congregation, 
and may affect his freeness of expression and that of his fellow elders] 

LOCAL NEEDS (10 min.) 

USE OF MATERIAL RESOURCES (5 min.) 
[Use points from the article “Making friends by means of unrighteous riches,” from The 
Watchtower of 1 December 1994, to encourage contributions for the worldwide work] 

CONCLUSION (3 min.) 
Paul exhorted Timothy to continue “holding on to the pattern of healthful words” (2 Tim. 1:13) 
   The Greek word which is translated as “pattern” literally refers to an artist’s sketch 
     Although not having much detail, the well defined contours of the sketch allow a discerning 
observer to form a general idea of the picture 

 



  Equally, the pattern of truth that Paul taught to Timothy and other Christians did not claim to 
give a concrete answer to every conceivable question 
     This set of teachings provides sufficient guidelines to enable sincere persons to perceive 
what Jehovah expects of them 
To please God, we must all continue to hold to this pattern of truth, practicing what we have 
learned 

[At this point, ministerial servants should withdraw and the following section should be 
considered only with the elders.  Later, other subjects which require attention will be 
examined with the elders.] 

SHOW RESPECT FOR THE DIVINE INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE (18 min.) 
Jehovah is the Founder of marriage (Gen. 2:18, 24; Matt. 19:4-6) 
He had decided that there should be a permanent bond between a man and a woman 
   After the rebellion and the fall into sin, he established what would be the biblical basis for 
ending a marriage (Matt. 19: 8, 9; 1 Cor. 7:39; it-1 714, 715) 
Appointed men desire that their marriage and that of others be kept “honorable” and “without 
defilement” (Heb. 13:4) 
When problems arise, they use the Word of God to help both parties to see what may have 
aggravated the situation (Ps. 19:12, 13; 127:1) 
   The elders must respect the authority principle when counseling married couples 
   They do not allow ill-directed sympathies or favoritism towards one of the parties to cloud 
their view of the situation (Prov. 18:13, 17)  
   The counsel must be based on the Bible and must follow the instructions of the faithful and 
discreet slave (be p. 267, paragraphs 1, 2); letter to the body of elders of 6 December 2006, 
paragraphs 8-12; letter to the body of elders of The United States of 15 February 2002, 
paragraph 14) 
When separation is spoken of, the elders should maintain a neutral and objective position 
(Deut. 16:18, 19; w88 1/11, p. 21 paragraph 4; fy pp. 159-161) 
Be very careful when it comes to evaluating evidence which may justify a biblical divorce 
   It must be understood exactly what is porneia (ks91 p. 93; w06 15/7, pp. 29, 30). [Make 
sure that the elders have the updated definition (see the letter of 3 May 2003 to circuit 
overseers)] 
   If elders give hasty and imprecise counsel and the person enters into an adulterous 
marriage, what will Jehovah think of this counsel? 
   If they are not sure whether the person is biblically free, let them write to the branch 
Apply theocratic directives in a coherent way. [Do not ask the elders to answer the following 
questions; rather, when posing the question, read the answer between brackets] 
   Situation: A sister tells the elders that her husband refuses to support her economically.  
She also claims that he is living with another woman, and has a receipt signed by him for the 
rental payment of an apartment in which the woman is living 
     Question:  Based upon these facts, could the sister divorce her husband and become 
biblically free to remarry? [Is she truly in poverty? In such a case, separation or divorce are 
her decision (1 Cor. 7:11; fy p. 160, paragraphs 17, 18).  Unless adultery can be proven, she 
is not biblically free to remarry (ks91, p. 111)] 
   Situation:  A married and baptized brother  tells two publishers that he has been “immoral” 
     Question: Could the elders accept this as a basis for determining the biblical freedom of 
the believing spouse?  [It has to be a clear and unequivocal confession of adultery (Josh. 
7:19, 20).  “Immorality” includes an wide variety of acts which do not always coincide with 
that which the Bible calls porneia] 

 



Situation:  A publisher enters into a strictly contractual agreement to marry for the purpose 
of helping someone to obtain citizenship.  After fulfilling the contract and obtaining a definitive 
divorce, the brother desires to remarry 
   Question: Given that the marriage was never consummated, does this mean that they were 
never actually married? [That which formalizes the marriage is not sexual relations, but the 
marriage bond that legally unites the couple (w06 15/10 18-23)] 
When giving counsel, they should not rely upon their own understanding (Prov. 3:5, 6) 
   Confirm the facts; investigate; ask for the help of the holy spirit 
   Trust in the power of the Word of God and in the direction of His organization (Matt. 24:45; 
2 Tim. 3:16, 17) 

NEW APPOINTMENTS OF ELDERS AND MINISTERIAL SERVANTS (2 min.) 
When the branch notifies the body of elders that a brother has been appointed as an elder or 
ministerial servant in the congregation, the presiding overseer should assign two elders to 
meet with that one before announcing the appointment 
   Without exception, the elders should pose the following questions to the brother:  “Is there 
anything in your past or in your personal or family life which disqualifies you or prevents you 
from accepting this appointment?  Is there any reason why your appointment should not be 
announced to the congregation?” 
   Moreover, if the brother has not served as an elder or ministerial servant before, it is 
necessary to ask him:  “Have you ever been implicated in the sexual abuse of minors?” 
      If he responds affirmatively to any of these questions, the appointment will not be 
announced and a form S-2 or the appointment letter S-52 will be returned to the branch with 
an explanation of why he does not satisfy the requirements 
      If the answer to all of the questions is “no,” his appointment will be announced during the 
next Service Meeting 
There is no need to let more time pass before announcing the brother’s appointment 

Your brothers, 
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